Basilar skull fractures in childhood with cranial nerve involvement.
Cranial nerve palsies developed in 23% of 73 children with basilar skull fractures. The majority occurred in patients 10 years of age or older. Our overall incidence was higher than that in a review in which basilar skull fractures were indiscriminately included with all head injuries. Our experience with meningitis was similar to that present in the literature and would seem to support avoidance of prophylactic antibiotics. Because there was no improvement in neurological deficits in patients treated with steroids (the only case of meningitis in our series was associated with steroids), we believe that their use is unwarranted. It is important to discuss the prognosis with the patient's family, because, although the majority (53.3%) of cases resolve completely, those with residual deficits can have significant morbidity.